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August 12 10:00 am Board Meeting 

September 9 10:00 am Board Meeting 

October 14 10:00 am General Membership 

November 11 10:00 am Board Meeting 

December 9 10:00 am Board Meeting 

 
Public Safety Building Commissioner’s Meeting Room 

 
ALL MEETINGS ARE ON SATURDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**  All members are invited to attend the Board Meetings 
 
PLEASE CHECK  www.sicta.org FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS OR 
LAST MINUTE MEETING CHANGES 

2006 SICTA Meeting Dates 

Join the SICTA: 
 

Membership applications 
available on the website or 

by calling 609-263-3784 

President  
Tom Henry 

(609) 263-3784 
 

Vice President  
Open 

 
Recording Secretary 
Mary Helen Hoffman 

(215) 368-2207 
 

Treasurer 
Ben Tartaglia 

(856) 983-7665 

Your SICTA Officers 

Board of Directors 

Kevin Deeley (609) 263-0684 

Gary Egnasko (609) 263-6359 

Zack Lilienfeld (609) 487-7757 

Jim Malloy (609) 263-6208 

Pete & Sally McWilliams (856) 589-2081 

John & Marye Ruzila (973) 742-4724 

Greg Schoultz (609) 263-0094 
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PETITION 
TO CHANGE SEA ISLE CITY’S FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
 

A petition to change the City’s Commission form of govern-
ment to a Mayor/Council form is currently in circulation.  The 
petition seeks to place a question on the November 2006 elec-
tion ballot, which will ask voters to approve a change to a form 
of government that would provide for the direct election of a 
Mayor and Five (5) Council members.  Presently, voters elect 
three (3) Commissioners (Public Works, Public Safety, and 
Revenue/Finance) who then determine which of them will be 
designated as Mayor.   Each Commissioner is independently 
responsible for the management of their 
respective opera- tional area and they vote as 
a group in legisla- tive and fiscal matters.  
 
Under the pro- posed change to the Mayor/
Council form, the Mayor is responsible for the 
entire administration of all city operating  departments and sub-
mits the City’s budget to the Council.  The Mayor will also hire 
a Business Administrator who will be responsible for all admin-
istrative matters, including purchasing and personnel systems.  
The Mayor negotiates municipal contracts and may veto ordi-
nances. 
 

The Council will have responsibility for ordinances, resolutions, 
planning and zoning boards, city codes, passing/modifying the 
city budget and may override the Mayor’s veto by a 2/3 vote. 
 
To be placed on the November ballot, the petition must have 
the signatures of 25% (535) of the city’s 2140 registered vot-
ers.  If the voters approve the change to the Mayor/Council 
form, an election will be held in May 2007 for a Mayor and the 
Five (5) Council Members who would assume office July 1, 
2007. 
 

If you are registered to vote in Sea Isle City and would like to 
sign the petition, please contact any of the following:  John Fee 
263-6817, J B Flora  263-9357, Gerry Faiss 263-1462, Kevin 
Deely 263-0684 or Mary Tighe 263-6736. 
 

Signing the petition does not commit you to a position on this 
issue at this time.  Your signature will assure that the question 
will be on the ballot.   Public meetings will be held in the Fall to 
provide additional information to assist you in your decision in 
November. 

PROPERTY REVALUATION 
 

At their June meeting, the Commission-
ers introduced, without comment, an 
Ordinance (Ord.1396) calling for a re-
valuation of all property in the City.  In 
response to a question from SICTA, the 
Commissioners indicated that the City 
had been directed by the County to un-
dergo a new revaluation.  When SICTA 
attempted to obtain a copy of the 
County Directive, it was indicated that, 
contrary to the Commissioners state-
ments, the City had not been directed to 
do a revaluation.  Rather, The Board of 
Commissioners were acting upon a rec-
ommendation of the City Tax Assessor. 
 

The Assessor’s recommendation is due 
to the fact that the ratio of property 
value to assessed value has decreased 
to 83.07% for the 2006 tax year.  Taking 
a proactive role and performing a district 
wide reassessment for the 2008 tax 
year would be accomplished at a sub-
stantially less cost than if the City were 
to wait and be ordered to complete a full 
property evaluation. 
 

In a related story, The Philadelphia In-
quirer reported on June 26, 2006 that 
the median home price in Sea Isle City 
had increased from $630,000 in 2004 to 
$746,000 in 2005.  This represents an 
increase of 18%. 
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YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE IN SEA ISLE CITY 
 

The most common complaint SICTA receives from its non-resident members is that they 
have no voice in the operation of the City.  However, a review of the Judge’s decision in 
the challenge to the May 10, 2005 municipal election, appears to allow individuals the 

right to register to vote from their Sea Isle City address if they have a financial interest in the City.  Judge 
Joseph Kane ruled 25  individuals, whose eligibility had been challenged, to be residents of the City even 
though they lived elsewhere and, in some cases, had drivers licenses with out of town addresses. 
 

Since owning property in Sea Isle City represents a significant investment that affects one’s financial inter-
est, SICTA is asking couples owning property to consider having one person register to vote in Sea Isle.  
Approximately eighty percent of the properties in the City are owned by non-resident taxpayers.  Having 
one person from each property register to vote would go a long way to breaking the hold local, special inter-
est groups have on City matters. 
 

The decision to where to vote is a personal issue for each person to determine.  The decision could be in-
fluenced by one’s financial and legal circumstances, therefore each person should carefully consider such a 
decision and seek legal and financial advice as necessary. 
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SICTA  
Survey Results 

from  
May 13th Meeting 

 

We received 28 com-
pleted surveys from the 
May 13th meeting.  In the 
interest of disclosure, we 
think it is important to 
publish the results, even 
as we caution against ex-
trapolating too much 
from such a small sam-
ple.  More detail regard-
ing the survey and com-
ments received can be 
found on www.sicta.org.  

JUDGE REAPPOINTED 
 

At their June meeting, the Board of Commissioners reappointed the Municipal Judge to a three year 
term.  The Judge is known for telling homeowners that they should move out of town on weekends in 
order for group rentals to party without complaint all weekend.  In 2005 SICTA estimated that the City 
lost a minimum of $500,000 because of the Judge’s refusal to impose the fines called for in the Rental 
Permit Ordinance. 

? 
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SICTA Reviews  
2006 City Budget 
 

At our May 13th mem-
bership meeting, SICTA 
presented an overview 
of Sea Isle City’s 2006 
budget proposal.  As 
examples, we have in-
cluded two sample 
slides in this newsletter, 
which show five years 
of town revenues and 
appropriations by a few 
useful categories. 
 

A much more revealing 
and complete SIC 
Budget analysis is on our website, including: 
• Revenues, appropriations & salaries details 
• Municipal, county and school property taxes 
• Avalon, Stone Harbor & North Wildwood 

comparisons 
• Capital spending plans 
• Individual service comparisons of revenues 

with corresponding appropriations (e.g. 
Beaches, Water & Sewer, etc) 
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