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Levy Up 15 Percent
Tax Rate Down in Sea Isle After Last Year’s Reval

By JOE HART

SEA ISLE CITY — The
tax rate here s down a
decelving 15 percent over
last vear, but property as-
sessments clilmbed more
than 32 percent.

In 2007, the total valua-
tlon of property In Sea Isle
Clty was $3.62 billlon com-
pared to this year's total of
$4.78 billlon. The amount
o be ralsed through taxa-
tlon Increased from $10.5
million in 2007 to $12.1
million this year, a differ
ence of 15.25 pencent.

Homeowmnears, tharafore,
would pay $33 less per
$100,000 of assessed value
this vear, but thelr homes
would be valued a third
higher on average.

The tax rate went from
2001 cents in 2007 to 25.4

cents this year, but a prop-
erty valued at $100,000
last year would now be
assessed at $132,000.
Last year, therefore, that
proposed homeowner's
local tax bill would have
been $291 and now with
the higher assessment the
tax bill would be around
$335.

On Aprdl 8, Sea Isle Clty
Councll passed (4-1) a
$17.41 milllon spending
plan, which is up 7 parcent
from the 2007 total of
$16.27 million.

Councll Presldent Mike
McHale was the only dis-
santing vote,

McHale told the Herald
the administration’s fallure
to act on several cost-saving
Ideas was the reason for his
“no” vote on the budzet.

some of the suggestions
he spoke of were ellminat-
Ing health benefits for part-
time professlonals, making
changes In clty emplovess’
beneflt package and col-
lecting money from an old
water and sewer extenslon
project.

“They had months to act
on these suggestions, but
did nothing,” he sald.

The city did make some
alterations to the orlginally
proposed budget that re-
duced the proposed levy
Increase from 17.5 percent

to 15.25 percent. Accord-
Ing to McHale, the changes
came from releasing an
assessment trust fund and
ellminating a dispatcher
positlon from the clty's
Publlc Safety Department.

The adminlstration sald
more savings are on the
way.

In March, the clty un-
velled a new Initlative,
dubbed the Blueprint for
tha Future, that will help
Sea Isle Clty's leaders
raume how effectively clty
services are belng provided
to taxpayers.

According to a cliy press
release, the evolving pro-
gram 15 consldered a “work
In progress™ by the admin-
Istration and 15 designed to
help clty planners better
prepare themselves for
the future by better un-
derstanding the limitations
that slow progress today

“The department analy-
ses are In progress and will
be reviewed with the pub-
lic later in the summer,”
Clty Adminlstrator George
Savastano stated. “But the
clty 1s optimistic that revl-
slons to our healthcare
programs will be able to ba
Implemented this year that
will result In savings to all
Sea lsle Clty taxpavers.”

The action plan for Blue-
print consists of a detalled

department analvsis, a po-
sltlon and salary study,
rathering Information from
service providers, the Im-
plementation of an Incen-
tlve program to expedite
reductlon In workforce,
as well as a full review of
healthcare benefits, labor
contract and emergency
services, the release con-
tnued.

Additionally, the plan In-
cludes a facility assessment,
Improving communication
0 the publlc, Implement-
Ing the clty's master plan,
examine zoning boundar-
les, and establishing a mas-
ter plan. Personnel pollicies
and the clty's capltal plan
will alzo be revlewed.

McHale zald he support-
@d the Blueprint program,
which will eventually save
tax dollars, but was disap-
pointed that the adminds-
tratlon falled to save more
money this year.

Tom Henry, president of
the Sea Isle Clty Taxpay-
ers Assoclatlon (SICTA),
also sald his group would
have llked to have seen
additlonal cuts. He told
the Herald that altering the
employes benefit packages
wiould have saved the clty
over $400,000 this vear
alone.
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