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Joe Harr

According to Mayor Leonard Desiderio, a new building is planned to replace
the current county library branch in Sea Isle City, pictured here.

In Sea Isle City
County to Fund New Library

By JOE HART

SEAISLE CITY — Mayor
Leonard Deslderlo arrived
late to the clty’s first regular
councll meeting, but he
came bearing pood news.

The mayor —also a coun-
ty freeholder — announced
to council and over 50 cltl-
zens attending the meeting
that the county has agreed
to fund the construction of
a new llbrary In Sea Isle.

“They will bulld us a
state-of-the-art facllity that
we can be proud of,” he
sald, “and It won't cost the
clty any money.”

He sald the modern
bullding will have the lat-
est high-speed Internat ca-
pabllity as well as upgraded
general services.

Deslderio’s announce-
ment came at an opportune
time as the city’s lack of
adequate lbrary facilities
had already been discussed
prior to his arrival at the
meeting.

Tom Henry, of SICTA,
the clty’s taxpayers asso-
clatlon, sald that Sea Isle’s
branch was not up to snuff
compared to other county

facllitles. He sugzested
the city residents pald too
high a price for what they
et from the county Hbrary
System.

As part of a lst of ques-
tlons SICTA submitted to
councll, the group asked,
“Are we sure that we are
matting all of the county ser-
vices and funding to which
Wi are entitled?”

After councll members
sald they thought the clty
was getting lts falr share
of services especlally with
the mayor's position in the
county, Henry put forth
the Idea of connecting a
community center and -
brary to the elementary
school, which would open
up additional funding from
different sources.

The audlence seemed re-
ceptive to the Idea, but the
plan Deslderio announced
afterwards called for the
new facllity to be bullt at
the lbrary's current site on
JFE Boulevard.

Deslderio sald the li-
brary’s central location
would serve the clty bast
and with a location al-
ready picked out the proj-

ect would start soon and
could be completed by next
spring.

The county has also
agreed to bulld a new
branch In Stone Harbor,
bt that town has a problem
with its current lbrary loca-
tlon. Its lbrary Is connected
to borough hall, s0a new lo-
catlon must b found before
thelr project 1s started.

Councllman Willlam
Kehner sald he was famillar
with Garrlson Assoclates —
the architects contracted by
the county to work on the
llbrary projects — from his
work on the school board as
llalson 1o the school district
In Ocean Clty. Garrlson was
the firm that worked on the
Ocean Clty High School
desien.

As a part of thelr process,
Garrison holds Information.-
al sesslons with residents
to hear thelr ldeas and
concerns, Kehner related,
which will glve Henry and
others a chance to be a part
of the deslgn process.

The county plans to bor-
row $5 milllon for the
construction of both lbrary
branches.



