Sea Isle Voters Query Council Candidates

By JOE HART

SEA ISLE CITY — The
Sca lsle City Taxpayers
Agsoclation (S3ICTA) In-
troduced moest of the 20
council candidates o aver
150 comoermed woters aver
thie weekend.

O April 14 at the Com-
muniey Lodge on JFE Bou-
keward, 17 candidarcs broke
up inko panels fo introduce
themselves and answer
questions from the audi-
ENCE.

Candidares Joseph LaRo-
g3, Herbert Ruhl and Robert
Humter did not partcipate
in the faram.

Candidates were placed
imbo e of the three pancls
- business development,
parking/streets and oom-
rondcation — at rndom.

The business dewel-
apment panel included
candidates Mike McHale,
Mary Tighe, Louls Feola
Ir, Comelius Byrne Jr,
Michael Cardinale and
Rakert Dilora.

McHale and Tighe, who
are running on the “Re-
store the Spirt of Sea lsle™
ket together, facused an
the clty's need for more
cffectiwe zoning laws and
enforcernent to help bring
new business to the cliy

They sald the current
code wasn't business
fricndhy

“Right now the zoning
code allows one apartment
aver a first floor commmmercal
praperty in the dowribown
business district,” BMcHale
sald. “That [t encugh to
make it fesslble in for the
owmer In most cases.”

Diilorio, Byme and Feala
aleo sald the clty nesded
to be more Fflexible for the
business community and
try to ewtend the bouarst
season, but alss remain &
Farnl by fricndly place,

Cardinale challenged Sza
Isles residents to help sup-
port local businesses.

“IF you want businesses
bo be ez e pound, ™ he
sald, “you people hawe to
support thern.”

The parking and streets
panilists wers candidates
John Fez, Agnes Clermnente,
John Dismey, Joe Manysze-
zak, Terence Libro and
Williarn Echner.

Ome resldent asked &
question that brought up
paving cityowmed land for

parking.

Clernente sald, with the
cley looking Inta trolley
service b take peopls to the
beaches and dowmibcwn In
the surnmer, paving difer-
cnt arca for parking away
from the beaches would
make a lot of sense.

Divney and Mabrszezak
agreed bur suggested cre-
ating a cltizens advisory
comrltbee to discuss the
pros and core of using clby
land for parking.

Fehner sald the advisary
commitbee was a good idea
in the long term, bt said
thezre were some quick fives
they coul do to address the
problem for this season.

He also sald the cloy
should kok into possble ca-
sino redevelopment grants
for a parking garage to be
bl It

Fee sald the garage
Idea wee Interesting, but
needed to bz thoroughly
rescarchied.

Literes sald the cley shoukd
take ot the parking me-
bers not being uellized on
28th Street saying people
would use them (f they
were frec.

Ancthe rqueston focused
on when Central Avenue
wauld be fved.

“When my grandchil -
dren are dowen they get a
free rollerosaster dde on
Central Avenue,” Matyszc-
zak joked.

Fest sald there was a road
repair schedule in ewis-
berce In the cley, but onby
Engineer Andrew Frevitl
krew what it was,

Fehner explained that
the moad was dug up in the
1 00 and was not replaced
correcthy

He said he would call for
a complete Infrastructure
revicw to determine what
the stabe of the cty's roads
WS

Ciehercand idabes agreed,
bk sald they wouldn't want
b have o inerease tames
b pay for extensive rosd
repalrs.

S0 much against increas-
ing taxes, Wit and Clem-
cnbe sald they wouldn't be
taking a salary If they were
elected bocoumeil.

The communication pan-
¢l Included Robert Dayle,
Edward Sgalio, Ange ks Ca-
mana, Richard Daminls and
Frank Edweardi.

Fanelists were asked

hiowe they would improve
cammmunication in the cloy.

Dominle borrowed an
idea From Edwardi about
putting a nevesletier in with
residents” water bills.

Camane sald he would
hawe an cpen-dear policy
for citlzens to voloe their
cancems to him.

“We have to ask the
resddents of Sea Isle what
they weant thelr ciby bo be,”
Sgalio sald. “And then act
on thelr wishes.”

Bayle suggested the cliy
utilize it Web sloe to better
cofnrunlcate (05 rsssage.

The candidates also sug-
gested extending Ciry Hall
hours into the evening and
on the weskends o alkow
cltizens bietter access b
government afficlal.

Bayle sald they should
alsz consider rotating mest-
ing times between days,
nights and ewen weekends
so more people could at-
tend.

Palice Chief and Emer-
gency Management Coor
dinater Willlam Eennedy
inberrupbed the forum 6o an-
nounce & skate of cmergen-
cy for the coming nor'caster
shari.

He sald he was pass
ing by and saw all of the
cars parked in the Lodge's
parking lot and thought he
wiould Inform everpone of
the situation.

Coastal ficoding and high
winds wers ewpected and
he would be activating
all appropriate cmergenoy
resowrces, he sald.

He sald the Coean Wiew
Firchouse in Dennls Town-
ship would bz wsed as the
deslgnated shelber for cloy
resldents.

He suggested that resi-
dents secure cutslde fumi-
ture and crack storm win-
diows before evacuating the
island to stay with frends
ar relatives off share or in
the shelber

He: sald they weould be
video taping the besches
in case of any erslon that
right cocur.

When he was finished
with his announcerent,
Draminde brought up amajor
COMCEL.

“Thiz iz a perfect ex-
ample of the lack of come
munication in this cey”
he sald. “Whike | appreciate
the chief stopping by o
inform us, If we weren't

here, we wouldn't know
any of thi"

Most of the panclists
agresd that hirng a quali-
fled city administrator
would help solvwe the dbys
communication problerm,
buat Sgal ko bald the attendes
ok bo expeect too mch.

“The adrninistrator won't
be & pamaces,” he said. “He
waon't came In here with a
hala on his hesd and ev

erything will bz maglcalby
fiwed.”

He alsc warmed agalnst
lcaaking for quick Awmes.

“Ciulck fwes are what got
s In the fiw that we're in,”
he sald.

SICTA President Tom
Henry thanked the candi-
dates for atbending and au
dience for being irovahved.

Ancther forum for the
mayoral candidates will
b hield in the Sza Isle EF
ernentary School on April
10 hiested by the Womnen's
Civie Club and the sec-
ond SICTA council meet-
ing Is set for April 28 ar
the Townsends Imlet Civie
Center,



