SICTA Meets City Mayoral Candidates

By JOE HART

SEA ISLE CITY — Ower
140 resldents and taxpay-
ers met candidates for
mayor In the new form
of government, coming to
LT SOOI,

Sea Isle Clty Taxpay-
ers Assoclation [SICTA)
sponsored a forum held
at Townsends Inlet Civic
Center March 24,

George “Pat™ Haffert and
Donald A. Laricks took the
stage to present platforms
and answer voters” quas-
tlons.

Mavor Leonard Deslder-
Io was unable to participate
because of a long-standing
family commitment.

SICTA head Tom Henry
opened the meeting, and
thanked everyone for at-
tending,

Candidates wera glven
five minutes 1o introduce
themselves and present
thelr plans for the clty

Haffert, a marketing
manager for Philadelphia-
based Danbro Distributors,
sald his platform Includes a
successful change of power
transition, transparent gov-
ernment, restored sense of
COMmMMmUnIy, business retan-
tlon, long-term planning,
school Ideas and extension
of sewers In the north
enid.

Haffert sald he wants to
hire the best clty adminis-
trator on the planet.

“As mayor, I will be
urging continued com-
munity involvement from
SICTA membears and oth-
ers throughout the cloy”
he sald. *I won't be afrald
to make the touzh decl-
slons.”

Laricks, a local real es-
tate broker, sald his plat-
form Includes five key 1s-
sues: the new clty admin-
Istrator, malntenance and
beautification, business
growth, cltizen-orlented
government and long-term
planning.

“My son has taken owver
for me In the office allow-
Ing me to concentrate on
the campalgn,” Larlcks
gald. “If elected, I'll be a
full-time mayor, which will
be essentlal to a success-
ful transition of govern-
ment.”

Omne of the main toplcs at
the forum was the $30,000
per pupll cost for the clty's
elementary school.

Laricks sald when he
was school board president
In the *70s he based all of
his declslons on what was
best for the students.

As mayor he would have
to also consider what was
best for the town.

“Sending our kids to
Ocean Cloy wiould be good
for them because It's a great
s hool over there, ™ Laricks
gald. “But, if we declde 0
clogsa ourschool it would be
forever and I don’t know 1f
that would be in the cltys
best Interest.”

Haffert sald short-term,
he would like to keep the
s hool open, but he thinks
the state will eventually
force closure of smaller
& hiodols.

He cited a recent feasibil-
Ity study that zald the clty
would continue to lose
students and sald Ocean
Clty 15 having the same
problem.

“As mayor, the declsion
would not be up to me
— Its the school board’s
call,” he sald. “But, I think
wie should try to keep the
school open as long as we
can.”

An attendee asked what
both would do to address
“put-of-control™ municipal

salarles.

Haffert suggested mak-
Ing a strateglc plan to
know where the clty was
In regard to its payvroll and
where It wanted to be In
the future.

He sald he wouldn't go in
and fire all clity employeas,
but wiould consider a hiring
freeze and phasing out cer-
taln positions gradually.

He suggested privatiza-
tlon of some clty services,
clting garbage collectlon as
a possible cholce.

Larlcks was agalnst priva-
tization.

“I think we have a lot
of dedicated employess In
Sea Isle,” he sald. “There
are certaln salarles that
seem high, but, In general,
I think we get an honest
day’s work out of most clty
employess.”

Farking was a blz 1ssue
for many.

Laricks sald he had 1deas
on how to fix some of the
parking problems.

He sugrestad ellminating
parking meters two blocks
from the beach, bullding a
lot at 48th and Cantral, and
reorganizing parking at the
sewer plant, which could
hold anothar 50 o 70 cars
with better managemant.

Haffert sald he was
agalnst parking on John
E Kennedy Boulevard bie-
cause he seas it as a baautl-
ful gateway Into the clty

Someons wanted to
know what the candidates’
plans were about constant
flooding In certain areas
of TOWTL.

“Some say wWe Were
never supposed to build
hera,” Haffert sald. “We're
surrounded by water and
flooding will always be a
problem. ”

He did, however, see
s0Me Ways 10 manage the
problem better, such as ax-
tending the sewer systam
Into the north end of town
and using the clty Web slte

o pass along emergency
Information.

Laricks sald areas that
consistently flood should
be blocked off to traffic
when conditlons warrant.

Laricks sald he plans to
sell the lfeguard bullding
at 44th and the beach for
about $2 milllon and build
a new state-of-the-art com-
plex at 39th Streat with the
proceeds.

Haffert sald he liked the
[dea so much that he would
Implement Larlcks® plan
himself, If elected.

Both candidates ex-
pressed disappolntment
in the amount the cliy 15
paylng for the new recre-
atlon bullding and tennis
COLUrts,

“We pald over $800,000
for a recreation building
with no room for recra-
atlon,” Haffert sald.

Henry thanked the
candidates for participat-
ing In the forum and the
audlence for attending
and asking such irmportant
ues tons.

Henry sald he was im-
pressed by both candil-
datis.

“¥ou can tell they did
thelir homework on the
I5su@s,” he sald.

Henry Invited the audi-
@nce to attend the upoom-
ing councll forums on April
14 and 28.

He said there would be
thrae toplcs discussad at
@ach - business develop-
ment, parking/ streets and
communications on April
14 and financial manage-
ment, municipal salary/
benefits and an open dis-
Ccussion on April 28.

“We aren't sure what
fiormat the event will take,”
Henry sald. “With 20 can-
didates for councll, thay all
won't it on the stage.”

Contact Hart at [609)
A80-8a00 Ext 35 or at:
Jharf@cmoherald.com



