Small Student Population Has
Sea Isle City Eying Ways to Save

By JOE HART

SEA ISLE CITY — Com-
bining grides, closing off
a section of the school
and reducing stalt were
all parts of Superintendent
Warren Benedettos pro-
posal of how to manag: the
district's fAnancial
concerns and shrinking
enroliment.

On Jan. 23, Benedetto
lained o the board of
cation that with 2 pro-

Jected enmoliment of 20 stu-
dents pext year the current
way of doing things Is not
Teasible for the future.

HE pln suggests com-

Uy nousing
b2 library and various oth-
ef classrooms and offices
and moving (hem to oher
areas (n the bulling,

*We can shut of ulilities
10 that section and move
e facilities to other rooms
opened up by combining
classes,” he san,

Most controve: his
proposals Include a reduc-
ton of stalt.

D Benedettos
plan, the s:smcu stalf-
ing needs for the coming
year will bé 12 muil-tme
positions Including: seven
classroom teachers, tree
specil education teachers,
one basic splls/enrich-
ment/guidance position,
and co? nursé/nealth po-
sioon.

He also saw 2 need for
Inree MiUme equivalent
positions for special aneas,
three teaching assistants
for pre-X through fourtn
&7adés and four special edu-
cation personal aldes.

BoCDMm Dg, two Don-en-
ured teachers n e school
will Dot have )obs With the
district Dext yeat.

*1 hate to see the district
Jose good yours teachers,”
sa)d substitu te teacher Lisa
lannone who was in atten-
dance at the meeling with
ofher district teachers.

*Afer hearing of this
plan, the teachers withcat
tenure are going 1o start
looking for new jobs (n
other districts,” she con-
unued.

Benedetio agreed that
theycould lose some teach-
ers In the process, bul
sald, *Its a problem that
1 acknostedge, but cannot
solve.”

Other teachers posed
questions.

*“When will the board
make 2 decision on the
proposed plan?” wondered
thirg-grade teacher Jen
Homer. *Will It be by the
next meeting?”

Benedetto thought the
declsion should be scon
because he and district
business admnistrator Earl
Vassallo need 10 start work-
ing on the badgst.

"We'll Déed [0 gree on
a pln before we sart do-
Ing the numbers,” Vassallo

agreed,

“Is the superintendent's
plan all-or-nothing!™ The-
resa Arsenault, another
educator, wanted to know.

She wondered If the
board could change Bene-
dettos proposal or if it was
‘writien In slooe.

Benedetto sald this was
ihe plan he was suggest-
ing the board accept, but
It requires their approval
50 he would listen o any
Input they had.

He sald with the cur-
Tent push by the state to
combine <ity and education
services and reduce real
estate taxes, local districts
and municipalities are be-
ing forced to make some
AIrdoult cholces.

"It was a ang dif-
fcult process,” be sald.
*Ideally, | would rather not
combine classes, but given
our situation, 1 sée no other
choloe.”

Stil another teacher,
locking for a glimmer of

, 3 the -
bi conscudaonn
of Catholic schools In the
area might have a Ve
Impact on the district's
enroliment.

She sald she understood
the dmost 50 dlocesan

schools In this cluster will
be reduced to around 12
schools leaving the pareats
of those chidren to decide
where to send them.

Inrelated business, board
member Matt McCallum

ob 3 meeting he
attended with county free
hodders about 2 proposed
county s¢hool board.

He said It was part of
the state's desire to reduce
taxes by consolidating and

sSmices,

“By the cooversation at
(he meeting, (t sounds ke
the reeholders are ayainst
It,” he concluded.

The board also 13 review-
I Information for 2 feadl-
ity study Sea Iske City Is
aone

having done.
Each mnlm g::‘m
chapter to re-
;monmmmm
aghting over the smaller
SeCHOCs.

Heather BaMial, pot In
attendance, was given 2
pretty substantial séction.

Congact Hart at {009)
880-8000 Ext 35 or 3t
A mRomoherald.com



