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Mazurek: Why Switch Solicitors?
In Lower, Monzo’s Out and Baldini’s In

By JACK FICHTER

VILLAS — Lower Tosn-
ships longtime solicitor
Tony Mono was replaced
at mnn-:ns
meell a declsion
Counc mn *Irnl Ma-
Turek sald was made by a
Lower Township Reputik
can Organization caucus,
not by discussion of lown-
Ship council,

Mazurek, council’'s
lone Democrat, pointed
o an onpq chair, next
to Township Manager
Katmy McPherson, whkh
Wis normally cocupled by
Monzo, He sa)d e sked to
have a resolution appoint:
Ing Paul Baldini to replace
Monzo removed from the
Consent agendi and moved
to the 0350 the
topic could be discussed.

“It dermands Alcussicn
here and now,” sald Mazu-
rek. A discussion that we
have on this 1§
sue of a solicior can't take
place at a Wawa, 2 diner,
of 3 Republican caucus,
whatever that Is, it
1o be done here In of
the people and nowbere
ese.”

He sald If Nuture dei-
$10Ds Would be made at
Re caucuses, he
would like 10 sé¢ those
meetings advertised, so
he and (hé public could
attend.

Mazurek sa3 when the
putlic hears of such actvy
ties, *It kind of adds fuelto
Ihedr distain and distrust of
helr edected oMclak.”

Monzo gave the town:
ship *10 excellenl years
of service,” Manirek said

an3 questioned Wiy ckher
members of councll felt
solicitors was bet-

ter for the township.
He 2dded he had not
seen Baldin's resume and

*There was no vole
taken on replacing Mr,
Monzo with Mr. Baldind,”
sald Mayoe Walter Cralg,
who 15 Lower Township
Republican leader.

He said he discussed
with council members
ekct, Clean and
Tom Conrad, what would
take place al the annual

mmmm mee

*One of the things
came up was the queston
of whether or not we were
happy with the perfor-
mancé of the municipal so-
ncitee,” sald Cralg, “1 guess
It comes down to, In my
sense,a kevel of trust and a
Jevel of confidence.”

*1 don't think I have
that level of trust and con-
Ndence In retaining Mr.
Monzo,” be continued.

He sald he belleved
otber members of council
shared the sentirnent.

Cralg said possible <an-
didates for solicitor were
discussed at a Republi-
can Party caucus. He said
Baldinl was not the only
lawyer considered for the
positon.

Craig a1 the planning
board, which Bayaini serves
asolicitor, was very pleased
with his performance. He
said be has known Baldini
for more than 20 "

Baluini defended Craig
In municipal court on a
drunk driving charge kst

PAUL BALDINI

year Cralg was convicted
of that charge SepL 13 but
has not et been sentinced
due to a pending decision
on the use a new type of
breath detecticn device.

Craig s3id the “majprity
of council has to have con-
fdence and trust that they
can go to heir township
solicitor, any Ume, and get
M2 answers they are asking
for and get the action they
are calling for.”

“1 haven't had that in
Mz Monzo and that's why
I made the decision to
move forward to replace
the township solicitor,”
he said.

“Mysell, 1 trust Tony
Monzo,” sald Mazurek.

Deputy Mayor lohert
Nolin e<boed Crays oom
ments. He said he felt nu
towmship “needed a beeath
of fresh air,” by appointing
anew sobciton

Nolan 5233 Monzo was 3
"genlleman and a very fine
professional.” He said he
never queéstioned Bakinl
or Monzo of ther political
aMiiations.

“It has nothing to do

DuPont Pulls Plug on VX Plan

By JACK FICHTER

WILMINCTON Del.
— DuPont announced jan.
5 It would not participate
in transportung VX nerve
agent wastewater from
the U.S. Army's Newport
Indiana Chemical Depot
for treatment at DuPont
Chambers Works Plant (n
Deepwater, and dumpdng it
into the nrt'hwm l!gu”a

According to a state-
ment, DuPont had *met all
the techaical requirements
to énsure the project could
be accomplished safely
without adverse impact co
our employes, the commu-

It s often merely for an
o Siad we say S ings

ity or the environment.”
However, during a three-
year evaluaticn of tha pro-
posal, it became InCreasing
clear that the approval
process will be lengthy
and arduous, sald Nick
Fanandaxs, vice nl
and general manager of
DuPant Chemical Solutions
Ente i
According to a press
relgase, DuPcot remalns
committed o Continue to
work with the U.S Cow-
ermment, (o particular the
D¢ nt of Defense.
iting risks of spills,
Uuck hijacdngs and un-
known danger to marine
lite, Delaware Riverkeeper
Network filed 2 complaint
In federal District Court
two weeks ago against
the US Army to stop the
transooet of VX neeve acenl

waste (o (his state.

FIve other Organizations
also pined the suit ciung
3 federal statute that bans
trans portation of chemi-
cal weapons across state
lines.

*This Kills the Army's
plan to bring VX to the
Delaware River. This s 2
great day for the River and
the people of New Jersey,
Delaware and the states
that the nerve agent waste
would have been trucked
through™ sald Maya van
Rossum, of the Delaware
Riverkeeper.

“This & the night dec-
sion by Dupont—there
Is no way this Mi-fated
scheme would have sur-
Vived the law sult we just
fled and no way It could

harve Déen lezally permitted
b HIDEP."

with politics,” said Nolan.

Mazurek cast the lone
"n0" vote with the other
four councll members vot-
ing In favor of appointing
Baldinl as new solicitor
appointment.

MAcPherson teld the Her-
ald, Baldinl's salary woul
be $25,675.

Reached by phoos, Moo-
70 told the Herald he only
found out he was being
replaced when McPherson
told him she saw Bajaini's
appo(ntment o0 the meet-
Ing's agenda aboul six days
before the

Monzo sald he called

during the weekend
prior to the meeting. He
£l Crly and Nolan wl
him sceme of thelr reasons
for replacing him, bat be
could not Mully comment
o0 the matter.

Mono $aid be was dis-
appeinted.

"I feel that | bave o
tally committed myself
to Lower Township, and
myself, as well s everyone
who works bere has put
in a tremendous effort in
nanaling Lower Township
matters over the | 0 years,”
bé said.

Mono sald he became
sobcitor In 1907, 2 ume of
signinzant wrmoll (n the

cases this year involving
the Sweet Briar Motel, a

s@xoffender ordinance that
drew national attention,
and abcult negotations
for a contract with town-

-ﬂ:ﬁ" done a great job
on all of those matters,
even though the sex of-
fender cas¢ did not ¢ome
cut [n our favor, It wasn't
for a lack of effort and It
Was 4 dimcult case, " sald
Monzo.

Superior Court Judge
Yalerie Armstrong ruled
Dec. 22 e 1p' or-
dinance restricting where
oonvicked sexolienders can
Ive was Inval)d ca every
ground raised by Steven
and Jeanifer EIwell(n thelr
lawsuit challenging the
crdinance

Monzo sald the deci-
slon was made with full
pubnc support to defend

the lownship's positica. He
sald be believed a decsion
to replace him wis made
befare an oplaidn on the
Elwell case was Issued,
before Chstmas.

Contact Fichter af 009)
880-8000 Ext 30 or at:
[fcherRomeharaid.com



