Avalon erodes flood-insurance costs 20%
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Avalon erodes flood-insurance costs 20%

By BRIAN IANIERI Staff Writer, (609) 463-6713
Published: Tuesday, March 20, 2007

AVALON — In the eyes of the federal government, Avalon is more

prepared for a flood than any coastal town from Maine to Nags Head, N.C.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency on Monday designated the barrier island in a
category that will reduce homeowners' flood-insurance premiums an additional 5 percent.

Avalon homeowners with flood insurance already received discounts of as much as 15
percent because of its initiatives to deal with floods and storms, FEMA officials said.

Stephen Kempf Jr., regional director for FEMA Region II, said the overall 20 percent
translates annually to $590,000 — or an average savings of $114 per policy holder.

Avalon is a town that allows visitors to its Web site to listen to sound files of its flood
sirens.
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The National Flood Insurance Community Rating System gave Avalon a Class 6 rating
through a voluntary federal program that entices municipalities to enact programs and
policies that can reduce flood-insurance premiums.

Avalon Borough Councilman Charles Covington said Avalon has sought to improve its
ratings for more than a decade. Covington acknowledged the concerns of living in a town
surrounded by water.

At a meeting Monday, he spoke behind a backdrop of photographs of houses and beaches
ravaged in the storm of 1962.

The flood-insurance ratings offer discounts in increments of 5 percent and typically take
several years between each tier.

Avalon received its first reduction in 1996.

“That 20 percent was that jewel in the crown,” said Harry deButts, Avalon's director of
public works and emergency management.

FEMA and Avalon officials credited a series of measures — from public information and
storm-warning systems to restocking beaches and dunes damaged by erosion.

DeButts also credited strict building codes for higher flood elevations on new construction.

Construction of a seawall along Avalon's northern end finished last year, which also helped,
deButts said.

The National Flood Insurance Community Rating System rates towns by using 18 activities
that fall under four categories: public information, mapping and regulations, flood damage
and flood preparedness.

Municipalities throughout the country participate in the program at their own discretion.
Avalon is one of 80 municipalities out of 1,049 that participate in the program that
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